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The 


President's 
Letter 


On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am pleased to submit the annual report of 
your company for the year ended October 31, 1969, the first annual report of Ripley 
International Limited as a public company. 


For Ripley International, the past year was most eventful. On April 30, 1969, 
after a period of intensive negotiations, your company purchased all the outstanding 
shares of Ripley Enterprises, Inc. and its associated companies. Through this pur- 
chase, your company acquired not only the universally-known Ripley’s “Believe It 
Or Not!” trademarks, but the extensive and valuable collection of Ripley curios, car- 
toons and memorabilia, as well as profitable museum operations in Times Square, 


New York and St. Augustine, Florida. 


Simultaneously with the purchase of the Ripley Companies, your company, 
through an exchange of shares, acquired all the outstanding shares of 'Talex Illinois, 
Inc. and International Wax Museums Limited. The former company operates a 
modern and well-located Ripley’s “Believe It Or Not!” museum in Old Town, Chi- 
cago which was first opened to the public in late October 1968. International 
Wax Museums Limited, through a wholly-owned subsidiary, carries on a prospering 
wax museum business in company-owned premises at St. Petersburg Beach, Florida. 


To finance the purchase of the Ripley Companies, Ripley International obtained 
term bank borrowings of U.S. $1,000,000 and made its first offering of shares to 
the public. This public issue increased the capital of the company by some $3,760,000. 


Included in this annual report are the consolidated financial statements of the 
company and its subsidiaries for the year ended October 31, 1969 with the auditors’ 
report appended. These statements show the company to be in a strong and liquid 
financial position with working capital of $336,000 and sufficient cash and term bank 
deposits to permit not only discharge of current obligations but also to permit expan- 
sion of museum and related activities. 


Consolidated earnings for the year totalled $292,000 or 29.2¢ per share based 
on the number of shares presently outstanding. In arriving at these earnings, de- 
preciation, amortization and similar non-cash charges totalling $121,000 were de- 
ducted and, accordingly, cash generated from operations totalled $413,000 in the 
year or 41.3¢ per share based on the number of shares presently outstanding. Com- 
parative amounts for the preceding year are not shown in the statements of consoli- 
dated earnings and retained earnings and source and application of funds since 
the acquisition of new subsidiaries midway through the 1969 year makes comparison 
with consolidated figures for the preceding year of little value. 


Because earnings of the Ripley Companies are included in the consolidated 
statements only from the date of acquisition on April 30, 1969, or for a six month 
period, consolidated earnings for the year ended October 31, 1969 as reported should 
not be considered representative of the current earning power of the company on an 
annual basis. ‘To permit shareholders to view consolidated earnings on an annual 
basis, this annual report also includes a pro forma statement of consolidated earnings 
for the year ended October 31, 1969, which statement reflects operating results as 
they would have been had the newly-acquired subsidiaries been owned throughout 
the year. From this statement, it will be noted that pro forma income totalled approxi- 
mately $1,855,000 in the 1969 year and after deduction of all expenses, including 
pre-opening expenses of the Chicago museum of $25,000 and interest expense of 
$106,000, pro forma earnings of $333,000 or 33.3¢ per share are reported. 


Your company currently operates four Ripley’s “Believe It Or Not!” museums 
and two wax museums, and through ownership of the Ripley trademarks is de- 
riving royalty income from the “Believe It Or Not!” newspaper cartoon, publication 
of pocket books and numerous other sources. Arrangements have recently been com- 
pleted to establish a “Believe It Or Not!” museum in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Gatlin- 
burg is centered in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. ‘This park is annually 
visited by the greatest number of tourists of any National Park in the United 
States, and your directors fully expect that the new museum, which is scheduled to 
open in late June of this year, will make a worth-while contribution to operating 
results in future years. 


Your directors are confident that the current year will show a satisfactory in- 
crease in profits and in submitting this report express their appreciation to the 
company’s officers and employees whose efforts have made the past year a successful 
one. ; 


Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the Board: 


fe GO 


T. Alec Rigby, 
March 11, 1970 : PRESIDENT 


RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (Incorporated under the laws of Ontario) 
and Subsidiary Companies 


Consolidated 
Balance Sheet 


October 31, 1969 
(With comparative figures at October 31, 1968) 


ASSETS 


Current: 
Cash 
Term bank deposits 
Inventory, at lower of cost or net realizable value 
Prepaid expenses 


Total current assets 


Fixed, at cost (note 3): 
Building 
Exhibition materials, office and other equipment (note 2.) 


Less accumulated depreciation 


Leasehold improvements, less amortization 


Land 


Total fixed assets 


Other: 
Trademarks, at cost (note 2) 
Deferred expenses, less amounts written off (note 4) 
Commission and rent paid in advance 


Total other assets 


On behalf of the Board: 
T. Alec Rigby, Director 


C. H. Bristoll, Director 


1969 
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443,695 
64,165 
SAUTS 


770,790 


| Pas peet Wi, 
1,472,482 


b595;299 


261,264 


33/03) 


121,719 
120,312 


1,579,066 


3,321,205 
174,558 


3,495,821 
$5,845,677 


(See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements ) 


1968 
$ 90,569 


22,160 
37,287 


150,016 


125,817 
69,547 


195,364 
54,206 


141,158 
128,180 
108,000 


377,338 


131,940 
oN ete 


L632 72 
$690,626 


LIABILITIES 


1969 1968 
Current: 
Current maturities of term bank loan ao; 10 $240,993 
Accounts payable and accrued charges 149,718 S325) 
Income and other taxes payable 218,623 51,164 
Mortgage instalments currently due 12;037 11,754 
Due to director 69,334 
Due to associated companies 68,874 
‘Total current liabilities 434,128 527,354 
Deferred income taxes 5 O17 12,850 
Non-current: 
Term bank loan (U.S. $1,000,000) (note 5) 1,075,625 
Less current maturities included with current liabilities 
CU.S. $50,000) 53,750 
1,021,875 
Mortgages (note 6) 74,825 87,265 
Total non-current liabilities 1,096,700 87,265 
Shareholders’ equity: 
Capital (notes 1, 2 and 7) — 
Authorized: 
3,000,000 shares without par value 
Issued: 
1,000,000 shares 3,989,884 1,091 
Retained earnings 319,148 62,066 
Total shareholders’ equity 4,309,032 63,152 
$5,845,677 $690,626 


AUDITORS’ REPORT 


To the Shareholders of Ripley International Limited (formerly Talex Corporation Limited): 

We have examined the consolidated balance sheet of Ripley International Limited and its wholly-owned 
subsidiaries as at October 31, 1969 and the statements of consolidated earnings and retained earnings and of 
source and application of funds for the year then ended. Our examination included a general review of the 
accounting procedures and such tests of accounting records and other supporting evidence as we considered 
necessary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion these consolidated financial statements present fairly the financial position of the com- 
panies as at October 31, 1969 and the results of their operations and the source and application of their funds 
for the year then ended, in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent 
with that of the preceding year, after giving retroactive effect to the pooling of interests basis of accounting 
with respect to the consolidation of the accounts of certain subsidiaries as explained in note 2 to the consolidated 
financial statements. 


Clarkson, Gordon & Co. 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


Toronto, Canada, 
December 31, 1969. 


(See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements ) 


RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
and Subsidiary Companies 


Statement of Consolidated Earnings 
and Retained Earnings 
For the Year Ended October 31, 1969 


Income from museum operations, royalties, and other sources $1,596,127 
Operating costs and expenses other than those noted below 852,245 
743,882 
Deduct: 
Bank loan and other interest 66,689 
Depreciation and amortization of leasehold improvements 
(note 3) (a eray: 
Amortization of museum pre-opening and set-up expenses - 
(note 4) 51,519 
Amortization of financing expenses (note 4) 4,908 
Remuneration of directors and senior officers 59,043 
253,876 
Consolidated earnings before income taxes and extraordinary item 490,006 
Income taxes 211,924 
Consolidated earnings before extraordinary item 278,082 
Extraordinary item being reduction in income taxes of a subsidiary 
through carry-forward of prior vears’ losses (note 9) 14,000 
Consolidated Earnings for the Year 292,082 
Consolidated retained earnings, beginning of year 62,066 
354,148 
Deduct dividend paid December 20, 1968 35,000 
Consolidated retained earnings, end of year $319,148 


(See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements) 


RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 


and Subsidiary Companies 


Statement of Consolidated Source 
and Application of Funds 
For the Year Ended October 31, 1969 


Funds were provided from: 
Operations — 

Earnings for the year 

Add back charges not requiring an outlay of funds in the 
year: 
Depreciation and amortization of leasehold improvements 
Amortization of financing expenses 
Amortization of museum pre-opening and set-up expenses 
Deferred income taxes 


Total funds provided from operations 


Proceeds from issue of share capital — 

Treasury shares issued (note 7) 

Shares issued by International Wax Museums Limited in 
consideration of the assumption by shareholder of com- 
pany debt 

Bank borrowings, less amounts due within one year included in 
current liabilities 


Other 
Total funds provided 


Funds were applied to: 
Purchase of Ripley Companies — 
Purchase price of shares 
Net current liabilities of Ripley Companies at date of acqui- 
sition 
Effective cost of land ($12,312) exhibition materials, office 
and other equipment ($1,139,256) and trademarks owned 
by Ripley Companies 
Purchase of additional exhibition materials and leasehold improve- 
ments 
Deferred financing expenses 
Dividend paid December 20, 1968 


Decrease in non-current portion of mortgages payable 


a 


Total funds applied 


Excess of funds provided over funds applied resulting in an increase 
of working capital during the year of 
Deficiency of working capital, beginning of year 


Working capital, end of year 


(See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.) 


$ 292,082 


Hest DE 

4,908 
91,519 
(7,033) 


13,395 


3,802,006 


186,787 


15021875 
38,626 


5,462,487 


4,404,466 


68,366 


4,472,832 


130,107 
98,108 
35,000 
12,440 


4,748,487 


714,000 
377,338 


$ 336,662 


RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 


and Subsidiary Companies 


Notes to Consolidated 
Financial Statements 


October 31, 1969 


1. Supplementary letters patent 


On April 25, 1969 the Company obtained supplementary letters patent under which, among other 
things, 
a) the authorized capital was decreased by cancelling the then existing 3,600 6% preference 
shares of a par value of $10 each; 
b) each of the 3 then issued and outstanding common shares was sub-divided into 70,857 
shares without par value; 
c) the authorized capital was increased to 3,000,000 shares without par value. 
On May 29, 1969 further supplementary letters patent were obtained changing the Company 
from a private to a public company and changing its name from Talex Corporation Limited to 
Ripley International Limited. 


2. Acquisition of subsidiaries, principles of consolidation and translation of U.S. currency 
The accompanying consolidated financial statements include the accounts of the wholly-owned 
subsidiary, Talex California, Inc., as well as the accounts of the newly-acquired subsidiaries to the 
extent referred to below. 

On April 28, 1969, the Company acquired all the issued and outstanding shares in the capital 
stock of Talex Illinois, Inc. and of International Wax Museums Limited in exchange for the issue 
from treasury of 210,000 shares of the Company’s capital stock. The accounts of these subsidiaries 
(including the accounts of London Wax Museum of Florida, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
International Wax Museums Limited) are consolidated with those of the Company on the pooling 
of interests basis of accounting; accordingly, the consolidated financial statements include the assets 
and liabilities and items of income and expense of these companies as though they had always 
been subsidiaries and the shares issued by the Company in exchange for their shares are included 
in the consolidated balance sheet at the values at which the subsidiaries’ shares were originally 
issued. Amounts set out in the comparative consolidated balance sheet at October 31, 1968 have 
been restated to reflect this basis of accounting. 

On April 30, 1969, the Company, through a newly-incorporated, wholly-owned subsidiary, 
Talex New York, Inc., purchased all the issued and outstanding shares of Ripley Enterprises, 
Inc., John Arthur Exhibitions, Inc., Ripco, Inc., B.I.O.N. Enterprises Corporation and Ripley 
Museum, Inc. (the “Ripley Companies”) for a total cash consideration, including legal and other 
costs, of $4,404,466. The accompanying consolidated balance sheet at October 31, 1969 includes 
the accounts of the Ripley Companies with the excess of the purchase price of their shares over 
the underlying book value of the net assets acquired applied to trademarks ($3,177,048) and to 
exhibition materials, office and other equipment ($979,236). The accompanying statements of 
consolidated earnings and retained earnings and of source and application of funds include the results 
of operations of the Ripley Companies from date of acquisition to October 31, 1969. 

The consolidated financial statements also include the accounts of Standard Outdoor Adver- 
tising, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary, which was incorporated in October 1969. 

Transactions of the subsidiaries are in most instances effected in United States currency. 
Current assets and current liabilities of the subsidiaries have been converted into Canadian currency 
in the accompanying consolidated balance sheet at the rate of exchange prevailing at October 31, 
1969 and other assets and liabilities at the rates applicable at dates acquired or incurred. Income 
and expenses, other than depreciation and amortization, of the subsidiaries have been converted 
to Canadian currency in the accompanying statement of consolidated earnings and retained earn- 
ings at the average rate of exchange prevailing in the year. 


Because the operating results of the subsidiaries acquired in the year ended October 31, 1969 
have a significant effect on the consolidated results of operations for the year then ended, a 
meaningful comparison cannot be made with the consolidated operating results for the preceding 
year; accordingly comparative figures for that year are not set out in the accompanying statements of 
consolidated earnings and retained earnings and of source and application of funds. 


Depreciation of fixed assets and amortization of leasehold improvements 
Rates and bases of depreciation of fixed assets and amortization of leasehold improvements are as 
follows: 

Buildings -5% per annum, straight line basis. 

Exhibition materials, office and other equipment -—at rates ranging from 2% to 25% depend- 
ing upon estimated useful life, in part on a straight line basis and in part on a diminish- 
ing balance basis. 

Leasehold improvements — over the terms of the respective leases on a straight line basis. 


Deferred expenses 
These consist of: 


Museum set-up expenses $e 5500 
Financing expenses 93,200 
$174,558 


The Company’s policy is to amortize museum set-up expenses over the life of the leases of 
the respective museum properties. 

Deferred financing expenses which include legal, audit, and other costs relating to the obtain- 
ing of the term bank loan and the sale of shares as referred to in note 7 below are being amortized 
over a ten year period commencing July 1, 1969. 

Deferred pre-opening expenses of $25,700 included with deferred expenses at October 31, 
1968 were fully amortized against operations in the year ended October 31, 1969. 


Term bank loan 

The bank loan bears interest at 142% above the bank prime rate of interest in New York and is 
repayable in fifteen quarterly instalments of U.S. $50,000 commencing August 1, 1970 with the 
balance due on May 1, 1974. In addition to the aforementioned quarterly instalments, to the extent 
consolidated net earnings (as defined) of the Company and subsidiaries in fiscal years commencing 
with the year ending October 31, 1970 exceed $200,000, prepayments equal to the lesser of 
$125,000 or 50% of such excess are required to be made on February 1 of the year following 
such fiscal year. The required prepayments may be made by the Company in whole or in part 
in advance. 

The bank loan is secured by assignments of certain trademarks, by the guarantees of all subsid- 
iaries and by the pledging of all of their shares. In connection with the loan, the company has 
agreed, among other things, 

a.) to maintain its consolidated working capital at not less than $150,000. For this purpose 
consolidated working capital is defined as the excess of current assets over current liabilities 
exclusive of any currently due portion of the term bank loan. 

b) not to make certain cash disbursements (as defined), including cash dividends, in any year 
in excess of 50% of consolidated net earnings (as defined) for the preceding year. 


Mortgages 

Mortgages which are secured by the real estate of a subsidiary consist of: 
6%4% first mortage due March 1, 1980 $78,262 
6% second mortgage due February 1, 1971 8,600 


86,862 
Less principal instalments due within one year included with current liabilities 12,037 


$74,825 


7. Share capital and share purchase warrants 
In addition to the 210,000 shares issued in exchange for shares of Talex Illinois, Inc. and Inter- 
national Wax Museums Limited as referred to in note 2 above, the Company issued shares from 
its treasury during the year as follows: 


Number of Amount credited 

shares Consideration to share capital 
3,571 Cash $225,000 
2,428 Assumption by shareholder of company debt 16,996 

571,430 Cash, pursuant to an underwriting agreement 3,760,010 


Of the Company’s authorized but unissued share capital, 60,000 shares are reserved in respect 
of outstanding warrants to purchase shares at any time to April 30, 1974 at $10 per share, which 
price is subject to adjustment in certain circumstances. These warrants were issued in consideration 
of the making of the bank loan referred to in note 5 above and the obtaining of certain interim 
financing in connection with the purchase of the Ripley Companies. 

A further 50,000 authorized but unissued shares are reserved in respect of an employees’ 
share option plan under which full time senior officers and employees may be granted options, 
exercisable within five years from the granting thereof, to purchase up to that number of shares 
in the aggregate at a price of not less than 90% of the market price of the shares at the date of 
grant of the options. At October 31, 1969 options had been granted on 33,000 shares under the 
plan entitling the employees concerned to purchase shares at $7 per share at any time to mid 
1974. 


8. Commitments 
The Company and its subsidiaries are committed under various lease and other agreements, sub- 
ject to renewal options in certain instances, in respect of museum and office premises, and in respect 
of certain exhibition materials and rights, to minimum annual payments of approximately $183,000 
in 1970 reducing in stages to $19,000 in 1978 and in each of the following 19 years. 


9. Income taxes 
At October 31, 1969 certain subsidiaries had aggregate losses totalling approximately $10,000 
which are available to apply for income tax purposes against such profits as may arise in future 
years, within the limitations prescribed by taxation law. 


RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
and Subsidiary Companies 


Pro Forma Statement of 
Consolidated Earnings 
For the Year Ended October 31, 1969 


Income from museum operations, royalties and other sources 
Operating costs and expenses other than those noted below 


Deduct: 
Bank loan and other interest 
Depreciation and amortization of leasehold improvements 
Amortization of museum pre-opening and set-up expenses 
Amortization of financing expenses 
Executive salaries 


Pro forma earnings before income taxes and extraordinary item 
Pro forma income taxes 


Pro forma earnings before extraordinary item 
Extraordinary item being reduction in income taxes of a subsidiary 
through carry forward of prior years’ losses 


Pro forma earnings for the year 


(See accompanying notes to the above statement) 


$1,855,342 
2 Migr Se 


927,437 


106,171 
90,637 
51,519 

9,816 
82,540 


340,683 


586,754 
267,600 


319,154 


14,000 
$ 333,154 


AUDITORS’ REPORT 


To the Directors of Ripley International Limited: 


We have examined the pro forma statement of consolidated earnings of Ripley International Limited and 
subsidiary companies for the year ended October 31, 1969. Our examination included a general review of 
the accounting procedures and such tests of accounting records and other supporting evidence as we con- 


sidered necessary in the circumstances. 


In our opinion this statement presents fairly the results of the companies’ operations for the year ended 
October 31, 1969, after giving effect to the adjustments set forth in note 2 to the statement, in accordance 


with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a consistent basis. 


Toronto, Canada, 
December 31, 1969. 


Clarkson, Gordon & Co. 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


RIPLEY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 


and Subsidiary Companies 


Notes to the Pro Forma Statement 
of Consolidated Earnings 
For the Year Ended October 31, 1969 


1. Basis of Pro Forma Consolidation 


On April 30, 1969 the Company acquired all the issued and oustanding shares in the capital stock 
of Talex Illinois, Inc. and International Wax Museums Limited and at the same date, through a 
newly-incorporated wholly-owned subsidiary, purchased all the issued and outstanding shares of 
Ripley Enterprises, Inc., John Arthur Exhibitions, Inc., Ripco, Inc., B.I.O.N. Enterprises Cor- 
poration and Ripley Museum, Inc. (the “Ripley Companies”). In October 1969 an additional 
wholly-owned subsidiary, Standard Outdoor Advertising, Inc., was incorporated. 

The accompanying pro forma statement of consolidated earnings incorporates the operating 
results of all subsidiaries including the operating results of the newly-acquired subsidiaries noted 
above as though such subsidiaries had been purchased on November 1, 1968. 


2. Pro Forma Adjustments 


The pro forma statement of earnings gives effect to the following adjustments in the six months ended 
April 30, 1969, the date of purchase of the newly-acquired subsidiaries referred to in (1) above. 
a) Bank loan and other interest has been increased to reflect an allowance for additional in- 
terest which would have been charged had a bank loan of U.S. $1,000,000 required to 

partly finance the purchase of the Ripley Companies been obtained on November 1, 1968. 


b) An allowance has been made for the amortization over a ten year period of financing costs 
totalling $98,108 incurred in connection with the obtaining of the aforementioned bank 
loan and the issue pursuant to an underwriting agreement dated June 25, 1969, of 571,430 
shares of the company’s capital stock for a total consideration of $3,760,010. - 


c.) To April 30, 1969 certain subsidiaries paid salaries to their executive officers which varied 
from year to year, and certain of the other subsidiaries paid management fees. The employ- 
ment of these officers, as well as the contracts giving rise to the management fees, terminated 
on that date; accordingly, amounts paid in respect of such salaries and fees have been elimi- 
nated in the pro forma statement of consolidated earnings and have been replaced with 
allowances for remuneration of the Company’s executive officers at current salary rates 
fixed by employment contracts. 


d) Travel and promotion expenses incurred by the officers of subsidiaries whose employment 
was terminated as explained in (c) above are not considered representative of costs subse- 
quently incurred; accordingly, such prior expenses have been eliminated from operating 
costs in the pro forma statement of consolidated earnings and have been replaced with al- 
lowances for travel and promotion expenses based on company estimates. 


e.) Amounts included in the pro forma statement of consolidated earnings for depreciation of 
fixed assets have been increased above amounts charged by the Ripley Companies to reflect 
additional depreciation which would have been charged in the period had the Ripley Com- 
panies been acquired at November 1, 1968. This additional depreciation is in respect of 
the portion ($979,236) of the excess of the purchase price of the shares of such companies 
over underlying net book values which has been allocated to fixed assets. 


f) Certain non recurring costs incurred by the Ripley Companies prior to November 1, 1968 
were deferred and amortized against operations in subsequent periods. The amortization of 
such costs ceased at April 30, 1969 and accordingly amortization charges in the prior six 
month period have been eliminated in the pro forma statement of consolidated earnings. 


g) Amounts shown for income taxes have been provided at the effective rates applicable in the 
jurisdictions in which the Company and its subsidiaries operate. 


Museum in St. Augustine, Florida 


To better acquaint you with the nature 
and scope of your company’s operations, 
this first Annual Report contains in the 
pages which follow, a description of the 
area in which our oldest museum is lo- 
cated. 


On March 27th in the year 1513 a fleet 
of three Spanish ships, under the com- 
mand of Don Juan Ponce de Leon, dis- 
covered the mainland which they named 
Florida because the day was Easter 
Sunday Ceascua FLORIDA). On April 
8th with sword, royal patent, and the flag 


of Spain, they laid claim to their dis- 
covery for the Spanish Crown. This 
claim made Spain one of the chief con- 
tenders for the great new Continent. 


Ponce de Leon had hoped to find 
gold on these shores and perhaps the 
land of “Bimint” where, Indian legend 
told him, was a fountain with waters of 
marvellous curative powers. Having dis- 
covered neither gold or the fabled “Foun- 
tain of Youth” he and his companions set 
sail five days later, never to return. 


More than half a century passed be- 
fore the area made history again. In 1564 
a French expedition under the command 


Aypee Musto 


of René de Laudonniére cast anchor near 
St. Johns River (40 miles north) with 
the purpose of establishing a fort there. 
Thus France also laid claim to Florida, 
and the contest of Empires was on. 


On September 8th, 1565, Don Pedro 
Menéndez de Avilés, Spain’s No. 1 Ad- 
miral, with solemn ceremony took pos- 
session of the area once again, planting 
the colors of Castile and Aragon, he 
named it St. Augustine because he had 
first sighted it on August 28th —St. 
Augustine’s Day. 


Menéndez had been sent to Florida 
for the express purpose of driving out 
colonists of other nations and establish- 
ing Spain’s exclusive claim to North 
America. For two years he fought to 
carry out his commission, fighting off the 
French and establishing fortifications 
along the coast from Cape Florida to 
Santa Elena. Feeling his task accom- 
plished, Menéndez returned to Spain 
in 1567. In the years that followed the 
Settlements that Menendez founded 
suffered their ups and downs; the In- 
dians became increasingly hostile; mis- 
sionary efforts to convert them to Catho- 
licism were not very successful and 
Spanish Florida soon became a military 
outpost. 


Twenty-one years after its founding, 
St. Augustine suffered the first of several 
disastrous attacks launched against her. 
Sir Francis Drake, who had already be- 
come a terror to Spanish shipping, 
arrived at St. Augustine with a great fleet, 
with 2,000 fighting men aboard. The 
Spanish Governor, incapable of with- 
standing such a force, led his men to 
escape under the cover of night. The 
English, discovering the place deserted, 
pues and burned the town and its 
ort. 


After Drake’s fleet had departed the 
Spanish soldiers and residents returned 
from hiding to rebuild. The new City 
was laid out in accord with plans pre- 
scribed for Colonial settlements by King 
Philip II. “In a cold climate the streets 
shall be wide; in a hot climate the streets 
shall be narrow”. (Narrow streets were 
thought important to provide ready 
shade.) The Plaza in the centre of the 


town was to serve not only as a public 


Watchtower of Castillo de San Manos, the 
oldest existing fort in the United States 


meeting place and market—as in most 
Spanish towns — but also as a military 
parade ground; the Palace of the Gover- 
nor, the Church and certain other public 
buildings, were built around the Plaza. 
“Castilla de San Marcos” was the main 
feature of the plan of defence. Fearing 
the British would return for more plun- 
der the elaborate quadrangular four- 
bastioned Coquina rock stronghold was 
begun in 1672. Today it is considered 
the oldest standing fort in the U.S.A. 


Clashes between the British and 
Spanish did become more frequent and 
in the early 18th century a series of 
attacks came against St. Augustine and 
her impregnable fort. First Governor 
Moore of Carolina, then Colonel Palmer, 
and then General Oglethorpe of Georgia 
attempted conquest of the City. Ogle- 
thorpe laid siege to St. Augustine twice 
(1740 and 1743) but returned to Geor- 
gia on both occasions without having 
won the prize he sought. St. Augustine, 


along with the rest of Florida, was ceded 
to England in 1763 in exchange for the 
return of Havana and at last the English 
came into possession of the Fort they had 
repeatedly failed to capture. 


Under English rule St. Augustine 
changed little. Fireplaces, chimneys and 
steep gabled roofs were introduced. Some 
of the streets were renamed, but in 
general the city kept its Spanish atmos- 
phere. 


Following the American Revolution, 
Florida was ceded back to Spain again. 
Given their choice between becoming 
subjects of Spain or leaving St. Augus- 
tine most of the English left and un- 
fortunately few Spaniards came this time 
to help recolonize. Many of the city’s 
houses stood empty until the Royal 
Governor offered grants of land to Ameri- 
cans who would come down and settle. 
With this St. Augustine began to grow 
again, but before too long there was 
a movement to have the territory an- 
nexed to the United States. Spain had 
no power to hold her claims and the 
second Spanish occupation of St. Augus- 
tine came to an end, brief and undistin- 


guished. 


There was a period of peace at this 
point, but as more and more white 
settlers came to Florida, conflict with the 
Indians increased. The United States 
Government made a Treaty with the 
Seminoles agreeing to exchange their 
Florida lands for equal territory in the 
West. Troubles began when the Gov- 
ernment tried to enforce the terms of 
the Treaty. The terrors of Indian war- 
fare followed —ambush, fighting, raids 
and massacres—and continued until 
1842 when all but a few hundred of the 
Seminoles had been moved West. At 
the outset of the war between the States, 
Florida ceded from the Union January 
10th, 1861, but in March of the follow- 
ing year a gunboat of the Federal Navy 
threatened to shell the city of St. Augus- 
tine and the fort surrendered leaving it 
in Federal control during the remainder 
of the war. 


Following the Civil War, St. Augus- 
tine was on the decline again, because 
few visitors would endure the discom- 
fort of stagecoach travel to reach the 
city, but transportation gradually im- 


proved and travellers began to rediscover 
St. Augustine. Among these early visi- 
tors were writers of prominence and 
their articles and books about the old 
Spanish city attracted still more visitors 
to this land of sunshine and flowers. It 
was a millionaire — an associate of John 
D. Rockefeller— Henry Morrison Flag- 
ler, who brought St. Augustine to the 
attention and acclaim of the world at 
large. Thrilled by the untainted Old 
World Spanish flavour of the city and 
pleased by its mild climate, Flager pro- 
claimed it the Riviera of America. He 
connected the old city to New York 
with a great railroad; then built the 
glamorous Ponce de Leon and Alcazar 
Hotels from architectural models in old 
Spain. Swiftly the City became con- 
scious of its assets and of the signif- 
cance of its history. Crowds of winter 
visitors began coming at once, and the 
area never looked back. 


The building now occupied by Rip- 
ley’s Museum was constructed by a Mr. 
Warden in 1885 and became known 
as Castle Warden. He was semi-retired 
when Flagler became interested in the 
development of Florida, but he was 
asked to come to St. Augustine and per- 
haps assist in the construction of the 
railroad along the East Coast. The story 
is that Warden came to Florida but, 
after considering the magnitude of the 
project, declared he would not put a 
penny in the railroad but would build a 
large home as he liked the area. 


Robert Ripley never lived at Castle 
Warden, as many visitors to our Mu- 
seum suspect. He often passed by the 
building and spoke of it as an ideal 
showplace, but it-was not until after his 
death in 1949 that it became the home 
of the world’s most unique collection of 
art objects, oddities and curiosities. 


Originally, the more valuable and 
personal items of Mr. Ripley’s collection 
were assembled at his homes in New 
York and Palm Beach, Florida. In 1950, 
hundreds of carefully selected pieces 
were gathered together at Castle War- 
den to become the first permanent 
Ripley attraction and the prototype for 
later shows. This show still remains a 
favourite, maybe its popularity is due 
to the fact that much of what was once 


Ripley’s personal property is housed 
here; or perhaps the secret lies in the 
special charm of Castle Warden, located 
as it is in the Old World setting of St. 
Augustine. Whatever the reason, the 
Ripley Museum continues to share in 
the increasing popularity that the area 
in general enjoys. Success and modern- 
ity have not made St. Augustine a night 
club town; a mecca of the racing crowd 
or a centre of luxury high rise hotels. 
Instead it has preserved its ancient heri- 


tage and remains comfortably in the 


past — but with one foot in the present 
and a keen eye to the future. Today the 
city has one of the state’s finest bathing 
beaches, hundreds of splendid camp 
sites, many excellent mctels and a wide 
variety of good restaurants featuring 
American, Minorcan, Spanish and 
French foods. In addition, it has many 
top tourist attractions. It is also one of 
the finest Florida areas for deep sea, 
surf, inlet and pier fishing. 


It is visited annually by over 2% 
million American and foreign tourists, 
who enjoy temperatures ranging in win- 
ter from a high of 80° to a low of 60°, 
and from 90° down to 72°F. in the 
summer. The nights are always fanned 
by cool ocean breezes. The picturesque 
narrow streets are still the top attraction, 
and tourists have the opportunity to ride 
around and view the many splendid 
buildings with their flower bedecked 
balconies and walled gardens, in color- 
ful horse-drawn carriages of bygone 
days. 


The greatest single historical attrac- 
tion is the famous and massive Castillo 
de San Marcos; this magnificent fort is 
located within a block of our Ripley 
Museum. Most visitors to St. Augustine 
cross its drawbridge every year to walk 
through its dungeons, climb its ramparts 
and recall its proud history. 


Other famous landmarks include 
the beautiful Flagler buildings; the 
“Great Cross” which towers 200 ft. over 
the Mission Nombre des Dios Cerected 
in 1965 to commemorate the 400th 
Anniversary of St. Augustine); the 
Oldest Spanish House, maintained by 
the St. Augustine Historical Society and 
the Old Spanish Treasury. During the 
10 years since their restoration program 


St. George St.— part of the restored area. 


was begun, the St. Augustine Historical 
Restoration and Preservation Commis- 
sion has restored 1] First Spanish Period 
buildings, 4 British Period structures, 
12 Second Spanish Period buildings, 
and 2 early American ones. Some of the 
buildings have been restored by the 
Commission itself, while others have 
been restored by private corporations 
and individuals. 


In addition to all this, St. Augustine 
will benefit from the influx of tourists 
brought to the area with the opening 
of Disney World, a vast entertainment 
project being constructed near St. Au- 
gustine and scheduled to open in 1971. 
It is expected to attract 8 million visitors 
annually when completed. All things 
considered, it is plain that the number 
of visitors to St. Augustine could very 


easily be doubled by 1975. 
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